HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 


—— —E ws - 


VOL. IV. DECEMBER 15, 1831. 


LMON 


Jeremian vi. 16—Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old path is, where is the good w ay, and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they 
said, We will not walk therein. 


Gop governed his ancient people, the Jews, by a special provi- 
dence. He engaged to treat them, even in this world, as they 
treated him. He gave them his sacred oracles asa rule to daa 
all their conduct. And when they lived in conformity to this rule, 
he caused peace and prosperity to attend them. But when they 
disobeyed his commands, neglected his ordinances, and fell into 
errors in principle and practice, he first warned them of their 
guilt and danger; and then, if they refused to hearken, he chas- 
tised them with sore and desolating judgments. Agreeably to 
this established mode of proceeding, God in the context tells his 
people, that their enemies were wishing and preparing to destroy 
them; that if they refusedto be instructed, his soul should depart 
from them; that they had become extremely bold and hardened 
in sin; and that it was their immediate duty to make a pause, in- 
quire for the old and good way, and walk in it, to prevent their 
ruin. Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the way, and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good w ay, and walk therein, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not 
walk therein.’ This last clause acquaints us with the feeling of 
sinners towards the way to heaven. ‘They will not walk in it.— 
The sense of the text may be comprised in this general observa- 
tion: 

Sinners have always been opposed to the way to heaven. 
shall, 

I. Describe the way to heaven; and, 

II. Show that sinners have always been opposed to it. 

1. I am todeseribe the way to heaven. Here I would observe, 

1. That the way to heaven is an old way. Mankind were 
formed for immortality, and this life was designed to be prepara- 
tory to another. {f Adam had stood, he and his posterity would 
have lived a number of years in this world, and then been trans- 
lated to the higher and nobler employments and enjoyments of 
heaven, without the pains of death But as soon as our first pa- 
rents lost the path of innocence, the original path te heaven was 
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shut up. Having once transgressed the law of God, they stood 
exposed to the full execution of that curse, which doomed them to 
eternal death. This cut off all their hopes of heaven, and threw 
them into total despair of ever attaining it. ‘The way of inno- 
cence being shut up, they could see no other. And as a striking 
emblem of this, the tree of life was guarded by a flaming sword, 
which turned every way to obstruct every passage to it. Had not 
God, therefore, opened a new and living way to heaven, by a di- 
vine Redeemer, the whole human race must have perished in their 
sins. But in that important crisis, when all hope was lost, God 
was pleased to assure Adam, that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent’s head. ‘This opened the way to heaven for all 
mankind ; and all who have ever been saved, have gone to heaven 
in this way. Hence the way to heaven is an old way. Itisa 
path, which has been travelled by more or less, in every age, 
from the fall of man to this day. Hence God directs sinners to 
inguire for this old path, in which so many had gone before to the 
world ofglory. For near four thousand years, there has been a 
small company of mankind walking to their long home, in the strait 
and narrow way God has opened to heaven Adam, Abel, Seth, 
Noah, Abraham, all the patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, and 
in a word, all good men have walked in one and the same path, 
which leads to eternal life. Itis a very old path, and has never 
been altered, since it was first opened, and revealed to fallen men. 
The way to heaven is a good way. ‘* Ask for the old paths, 
i: is the good way.’ It was devised by unerring wisdom and 
perfect goodness. Had it been a way devised by man, or any 
created being, it might have been a bad way; but since the ever 
wise God devised it, it must be as good a way to heaven as possi- 
ble. God saw all possibles, when he devised the way to heaven, 
and chose absolutely the best. It is the best way, that the wisest 
and best of Beings could point out for his sinful, perishing crea- 
tures. And this is confirmed by the experience of all who have 
walked in this way. Many have left their solemn testimony in 
favor of the way which God has opened to heaven. Solomon calls 
it the way of wisdom, whose | yaths are peace. Samuel said, ‘it 
was the good and the right aad. David ran in this way with 
great de slight. Enoch walked with God, while w alking in the way 
to heaven. Moses took more pleasure in walking in the path to 
heaven, than in all the wealth of Egypt. In short, all the most 
eminent saints, whose characters are recorded in the Old and New 
Testaments, are represented as enjoying peculiar happiness, in 
walking with God and one another, in the way to heaven. So 
that they found by experience, God’s promise to sinners in the 
text, to be true. “ Ask for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.’ The 
path to heaven is the most pleasant path, that men can possibly 
walk in. All other paths are full of misery; but this is full of 
happiness. 
This leads me te observe, 
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That the way to heaven is a way of holiness. ‘** It is writ- 
ina ‘be ye holy, for I am holy.” And it is said, ** Without holi- 
ness, no man shall see the Lord.” The prophet Isaiah, in de~ 
scribing the way to heaven, says, ‘* An highway shall he there, 
and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the un- 

clean shall not pass over it ; but it shall be those: the wayfaring 
men, though fools, shall not err therein.”? Holiness consists in 
conformity of the heart to Ged. God is love. Conformity to his 
moral image consists in pure, disinterested, universal benevolence. 
And this bene volence is the essence and comprehension of all pious 
and virtuous affections and actions. All who have gone to heav- 
en, have possessed the spirit of true benevolence. The Apostle 
represents good men as forming one body, and possessing one 
spirit. ‘For,’ says he, ‘as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are 
one body: so alsois Christ. For by one spirit are we “all baptized 
into one body, whether we are Jews or Gentiles, whether we are 
bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one spirit.’ All 
good men have been born of the Spirit, and conformed to the mor- 
al a of God. Here then, I would particularize, 

That the way to heaven is a way of love. All who have 
gone : to heaven have possessed a spirit of supreme love to God. 
He has always required men to love him with all the heart, and 
with all the soul, and with all the mind, and with all the strength. 
This first and fundamental command the heirs of heaven have al- 
ways obeyed. Many of them expressed this affection by the most 
disinterested conduct. Abraham was the friend of God, and he 
manifested his friendship to him, by forsaking his father’s house, 
his friends, his native country, hecoming a pilgrim and stranger 
in the earth, and by erecting ‘altars to him, and paying him public 
homage and worship, in the midst of idolatrous nations. Moses 
loved God supremely, and was willing to sacrifice every thing to 
his glory. When God offered to make him a great nation, he re- 
fused, and chose to have his name blotted from his book, rather 
than the glory of his Maker should be eclipsed. Job loved God 
supremely, and would heartily bless his name at all times, even 
when stripped of every ou tward token of divine favor. David 
had a supreme affection for his Maker, and could sincerely say to 
him, ‘Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon 
earth, that I d sire besides thee.’ Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, displayed astonishing love to the only living and 
true God, before the eyes of an idolatrous world. ‘The Apostles 
and primitive christians manifested the same spirit through the 
course of their lives, and in their death. Supreme love to God 
has been one distinguishing quality of the saints in every age of 
the world. Nor have they been destitute of universal love to their 
fellow-men. Moses, David, Daniel, the prophets and apostles 
manifested a most disinterested concern for the temporal and 
eternal good of all around them, whether friendly or unfriendly to 
their personal characters and interest. They prayed for their en- 





260 Sermon Dre 


emies, and expressed the tenderest emotions of pity, compassion 
and universal benevolence. All who have gone to heaven have 
gone in the way of love. 

2. The way to heaven is the way of faith. Good men have ai- 
ways been firm and cordial believers in the Being, Providence and 
Word of God Adam, Abel, Seth and Noah, and Abraham and 
J »b, offered sacrifices before the law ; and all good men under the 
law did the same, by which they expressed not only their faith in 
the being and word of God, but in the death and atonement of the 
divine Redeemer The pre het-before the gospel day , Sa) he 
just shall live by faith.’ But the apostle in the eleventh of He- 
brews has most expressly told us, that all the ancient patriarchs 
and good men lived a life of faith, and trusted in a Savior to come 
for salvation. See verse 1—16. ‘The new and living way of sal- 
vation is emphatically the way of faith. ‘Those who have gone to 
heaven, have gone in the exercise of faith. 

3. The way to heaven is a way of submission. God in his 
word and providence has always called his friends to the duty of 
unconditional submission, and this duty they often performed to the 
astonishment of the world. He called his friend Abraham to offer 
up his beloved son Isaac, as a burnt offering. Abraham without 
the least complaint or hesitation, or delay, did really and sincere- 
ly submit to the sovereign will of God. Job exercised entir« 
submission under the sorest bereavements. Eli submitted to the 
denunciation of the divine displeasure, when he said, ‘ It is th 
Lord, let him do what seemeth good in his sight.”” David dis- 
played remarkable resignation to the will of God, in the time of 
Absalom’s rebellion, and the awful pestilence. ‘The Shunnamite 
cordially said, * /f is well,’ when bereaved of her beloved child. 
Hezekiah said, ‘ Good is the word of the Lord,’ after hearing the 
predictions of impending judgments. It is unnecessary to mention 
allthe signal expressions of submission, which are recorded of the 
heirs of heaven. They all felt and acted as pilgrims and stran- 
gers in the earth, and went through their course, with a spirit of 
unconditional submission. 


4. The way to heaven is the way of prayer. Those who love 
God, believe in h 


is word, and have confidence in his providence, 
are given to prayer. ‘They acknowledge God in all their ways, 
and habitually call upon his name for every needed favor. Accord- 
ingly we find those who have gone to heaven, have lived a life of 
prayer. Noah, Job and Daniel, Jacob, Moses, Samuel, David, 
and many others, were men of great devotion, and called upon 
God in secret, in private and public The way to heaven lies 
through a dangerous and ensnaring world, and hence good men in 
their journey to heaven, have always found abundant need of cal- 
ling upon God. Besides, this is the most proper way of holding 
communion with him, and enjoying the clearest prospect of future 
and eternal realities. I may add, 

5. The way to heaven is a way of universal obedience to the 
divineeommands. Godliness will not only produce all right affec- 
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tions, but lead the subjects of grace to a life of universal obedience, 
Good men have, in all ages, distinguished themselves, by their he- 
ly lives as well as holy affections. Enoch and Noah walked with 
God, and before the world, with a perfect heart. Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. were obedient to God. Job was exemplary in all bis 
conduct. He feared God and eschewed evil. Zacharias and 
Elisabeth walked in all the ordinances and commandments of the 
Lord blar ‘ess. Paul kept a conscience void of offence towards 
both God and man. In short, the patriarchs, the prophets, the 
apostles and saints in all ages exhibited a shining example of vir- 
tue as well as piety, of external obedience as well as of internal 
holiness. Hence it appears from the character and conduct of 
those, who have gone to heaven, that the way thither, is a way of 
holiness in heart and life. And for this reason, the scripture sets 
the way of the godly, the way of the righteous, the way of the 


just, in contrast with the way of th vodly and sinners. The 


way to heaven is calculated to prepare those who walk in it, for 
that rest and happiness, which God has provided forthem. ‘The 
live as they die, and die as they will live in a state of holiness. 

I now proce¢ d to show 


5 


II. That sinners have always been opposed to the way toheav- 
en. ‘But’ they said, ‘ We will not walk therein.’ This has been 
the feeling and language of sinners in all ages. The way to 
heaven was laid open to the first family of mankind. While Ad- 
am lived, all hls children knew the way to heaven. MHis-children 
might have conveyed the same knowledge to theirs, and theirs to 
fut ire wenerations. All nat kind in eve ry age of the world, might 
have known the way to heaven, if th ‘y had chosen to walk in it. 
And nothing but a dislike to the way to heaven, led mankind to 
lose the knowledge of it. But in spite of the opposition of sinners 
to this knowledge, God has always maintained it, in some part of 
the world. There has been one uninterrupted stream of divine 
knowledge, shining in this dark world, from the fal] of man to this 
day. Hence there bas been always an opportunity for sinners to 
manifest their opposition of heart to the way to heaven. And this 
opportunity they have always improved [EXnoch has recorded the 
feelings, the language, and conduct of sinners from Adam to this 
day. | ngod)y sinners then were most h artily opposed to the 
way of holiness. Other inspired writers have recorded the feel- 
ings and conduct of sinners from Enoch to Noah. In his day, 


sinners had 


a fair opportunity to walk in the way to heaven, while 
lestruction was clearly pointed out But they all said 
to a man, ‘ Let destruct come » will not walk in the way to 


the way to 


heaven, but in the way hearts, and in the sight of our eyes.’ 
After this, the godly were reduced a single family, by which 
religion and virtue might have been propagated through the world. 
Bnt though the way to heaven for several hundred years was 
pointed out to sinners, yet tney said they would not walk therein. 
And the consequence was God suffered all nations to walk in the 


way of their hearts, until the days of Abraham With bim and his 
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son he continued the knowledge of the way to heaven. But the 
seed of Abraham his friend, became his inveterate enemies ; and 
oe God sent his prophets, rising vp early and send- 

ing them ; and calling upon them to stand, and consider, and ask 
for the old and good way to heaven, yet they said, ‘‘ We will 
not walk therein.’ When Christ came and brought life and im- 
mortality to light, aud pointed out the way to heaven in a clearer 
manner, than it ever had been before, sinners still refused to strive 
to enter into the strait gate, and walk in the narrow way to eter- 
nal life. The apostles made another experiment: they carried 
the gospel to those who had never heard of it ; but when sinners 
understood it, they turned from the way to heaven, and determined 
to walk in their own chosen way, which leads to destruction. 
The same disposition sinners have manifested ever since the time 
of the apostles to thistime. When the way to heaven is pointed 
out, they practically, if not verbally say, ‘ We will not walk there- 
in.’ Ina word, the conduct of sinners, in all ages has clearly 
shown, that they are totally opposed in heart to the way to heav- 
en. Though they sometimes wish to arrive at that holy and hap- 
py place ; yet they will not walk in the path, which leads to it. 
That sinners do voluntarily refuse to walk in the way to heaven is 
capable of clearest proof. For, 

In the first place, the way to heaven is altogether intelligible 
Though sinners could not have found the w ay of themselves ; yet 

after it is revealed, it is easy to understand, wayfaring men, though 
fools, may waik therein. Hence sinners not wa king in it cannot 
be owing to ignorance. ‘They may, and often do know it as well 
as those who walk init. 

In the next place, the way to heaven is reasonable, It is prop- 
er, that just such creatures as sinners are, should walk in just such 
a manner as God has required. It is reasonable they shonld 
walk in all the ways of holiness. They ought to be holy, as their 
Creator is. 

In the Jast place, is is to be observed, that the way to heaven 
has been found a most easy and pleasant way to all who have 
chosen to walk in it. Hence it is evident there are no natural dif- 
ficulties or obstacles to hinder sinners from walking in it. They 
have as much power to walk in the way to heaven, as to walk in 
any other way. And this they always feel, when they feel to 
blame for refusing to walk in the way to heaven. And the y often 
do feel self-condemned for turning aside from the path to he saven, 
aud walking in their own chosen, “crooked paths, which lead to ru- 
in. It is, beyond doubt, therefore, that sinners have always been 
unwilling to walk in the good, old way to heaven 


HEADS OF IMPROVEMENT. 


If sinners have always been.opposed to that way to heaven, 
which God has pointed out to them, we may see why they have 
taken so much pains to find out different ways to heaven. The 
wise man represents the world as having employed their strongest 
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exertions to find out more easy ways to heaven, than that revealed 
by God. He says ‘God made man upright, but they have sought 
out many inventions.’ He does not mean usefnl acts of sinners, 
but different ways of being happy in this life, and in that which is 
tocome. The heathens have exerted themselves in finding out 
different ways to heaven—the Jews—the Christians—the Infidels. 

2. If sinners have always been opposed to the true way to 
heaven; then it is not strange that they have always opposed 
those, who preached that way. ‘This has always been the case. 
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, mentions the opposition of sinners 
to those who preached the true way of salvation. Under the law, 
the priests and prophets found the same disposition. In Christ’s 
day it was so—in the apostles—and ever since. Opposition is to 
be expected. 

3. If sinners have always been opposed to the true way to 
heaven ; then their present opposition to it, is not owing to any 
new and difficult doctrines, which are frequently inculeated. Many 
complain of new cogs 3 Ne w doctrines—and that these throw 
difficulties in the way of their embracing the gospel, and walking 
in the path to heaven. Such as these in particular—Total de- 
pravity. This has been always taught in the Bible, and always 
acted out by sinners. Disinterested love—who ever carried this 
doctrine higher than Moses, David and Paul? Unconditional 
submission—who ever carried this doctrine farther thaa Eli, Job 
David, Daniel. 

4. If sinners are opposed to the true way to heaven; then 
preaching this way has a natural tendency to drive them into er- 
ror. To avoid the right way, they are compelled to seek some 
other. The truth has made most of the heretics in the world. 
Having a clear view of the right way, and being heartily opposed 
to it, they have set their inventions to work to-find out some eth- 
er. Hence the flood of error at this day. ‘The true way to heav- 
en has been most truly pointed out in Europe and America. But 
sinners could not bear it. Hence they have become Socinians, 
Universalists, Deists, Lnfidels. 

5. If the way to heaven has been always the same ; then we 
see the propriety of God’s recording the lives of so many good 
- It has been to make the way to heaven the more plain. 

If the good old way to heaven has been properly described ; 
ana it is easy for all to see whether they are walking in the way. 
Many are in doubt. They wish to know whether they are in the 
way to heaven. Let them compare their hearts with the hearts 
of ancient patriarchs—and their lives with theirs 

7. If sinners have always opposed the way to heaven ; then it 
is easy for them know that they are sinners. Do they hate the 
right way ? 

8. If sinners have always opposed the way to heaven ; then all 
see why religion has always increased or diminished, as God has 
given or withholden his spirit. Not knowledge, aot means have 
ever prevailed. 
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How aggravated will be the destruction of those who finally re- 
fuse to.walk in the good old way to heaven ! 
Let saints keep in the right path, and pray for others. 
Let sinners leave their ‘ crooked,’ ways and enter the straight 


and narrow path to heaven. SENEX 


A FUTURE STATE OF PROBATION. 
Extracted from Hawes’ Letlers on Universalism. 


It is alleged by some, that there is a future stale of probation 
and that future punishment is only disciplinary. By this evasion, 
ali those texts which threaten the wicked with everlasting punish- 
ment, are explained to mean only the chastisements of a father, 
inflicted on disobedient children for their good. This evasion, 
however, cannot be charged upon the great body of the Uni- 
versalists of the present day. By far the greater part of them, 
it is believed, deny all punishment in the future world, and suppose 
that every man receives the due reward of his offences in the pres- 
ent life. But as the doctrine of a future disciplinary probation may 
stili be beld by some few of the more sober and decent among 
them, it may be well to bestow a moment’s attention upon it. 

The doctrine in question, then, is, in the first place, a mere as- 
sumption. Lam not aware that there is a single text in the Bi- 
ble which even intimates that the future punishment of the wicked 
is designed for their good, or that their state is ever to change af- 
ter the judgment day. The last information that the Bible gives 
of them is: ‘These shall go away into everlasting punishment.’ 
Matt. xxv: 46. It leaves them in Hell; and is entirely silent as 
to their being purified in that place of wo, and fitted for Heaven. 

This doctrine, as we have seen, is contradictory to the ex- 
press testimony of the Scriptures. The punishment of the wicked 
is declared to be everlasting ; and is described in such terms as 
preclude the possibility of its being designed for the good of those 
who endure it. They are said to endure ‘ the wrath,’ ‘ the ven- 
geance,’ ‘the fiery indignation, > the fierceness of the wrath of 
Almighty God,’ ‘ judgme nt without mercy,’ and all th e threaten- 
ings of the divine law, with no mixture of good. Col. iii: 6; Jude, 

Heb. x: 27; Rev. xix: 15; James, i ii. 13, &e. Does this 
eed express fatherly chastisement, or sufferings designed on- 
ly for the salvation of offenders ? ; 

3. According to the opinion now under consideration, those who 
endure temporary punishment in the future world, but are after- 
ward restored to happiness; endure the whole penalty of the law, 
or are punished strictly according to their deserts. Of course, 
they never experience salvation. They are not saved by grace, 
nor is their deliverance from punishment in any sense to be ascrib- 
ed to Christ. Grace or mercy has no part in their restoration to 
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divine favor. They will enter Heaven without being under any 
obligation to God for pardoning them, or to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for redeeming them. How utterly inconsistent this is with the 
whole tenor of Scripture, I need not inform you. 

1. If the sufferings of the wicked are only a necessary and sal- 


] ] 


utary disci plin e, designed to produce their re formation and promote 


their ultims ite happiness, then they are not lo be regarded, tn any 


‘ 
cal | a } } 
proper sense, as punisim nl A man who takes medicine, o1 


submits to the amputation f u limb, to restore health, or save! 
is not punished. Punishment is the infliction of positive evil ; it 
is subjecting the guilty to sufferings which, all things considered, 


are an evil fo them. If then the wicked in the future world suffer 
only for t he ir oood, they are not pu nished a. W hile endurit go the 
torments of Hell, they will have oceasion for submission and thank- 


fulness ; for what they endure is only the chastisement of a kind 
Father, who is preparing them, by this necessary diserpline, for 
the purity and happiness of Heave: But is Hell indeed a work 
of mercy ¢ Does God there display his grace, and cause all 
things to work together for goed, n . to them who love him, but to 


them who hate him ? Let the Bible, let common sense decide. 


‘There was something in her way.’—It is impossible to esti- 
mate the pernicious consequences of giving wrong directions to 
persons under deep conviction of sin. <A single word, at this erit- 
ical period, may strike the balance, aa decide the destiny of the 
soul for eternity! The sinner will almost invariably s ttle down 
upon a false foundation, or seek refuge under some fancied ex- 
cuse, in order to.cast the blame upon God and justify himself.— 
Nothing is more common than for him to imagine that there is some 
obstacle in the way ol his re pentance, for which he is not account- 
able, and which must inevitably preve nt obedience, until removed 
by the power of God. ‘Thus he concludes he has done all that he 
can do; and although he acknowledges that God commands him 
to repent, still his conscience is at rest, because he has centrived 
to rid himself of responsibility . 

These reflections have been suggested to our mind by an article 
on the last page of this paper, headed ‘Danger of delay.’ The 
writer gives an account of an interview he held with a young lady, 
while on a bed of sickness, who had delayed the work of repent- 
ance, and was apparently about to die without t hope. Her situa- 
tion was truly affecting and critical: we doubt not he felt it to be 
so, and would not for the world have administered an opiate to her 
paralytic conscience. But we think he might easily perceive, 
from his own account of the conversation, that his advice was cal- 

culated to weaken her eonviction, and re nder her still more stupid 
in sin. She told him she thought ‘there was something in her way’ 
to prevent her from giving her heart to Christ. This is a very 
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common pretext of the impenitent, and ought in no case to be ad- 
mitted asa valid excuse. His reply, however, was such as to in- 
duce her to believe that the excuse was satisfactory, and such as 
ibsolved her from obligation to obey the commands of God. ‘I 
ld her,’ he says, ‘whatever difficulty was in her way, whether 
hardness of heart, a sense of unworthiness, &c. she ought to pray 
earnestly to God to remove it out of the way.’ Now would she 
uot be very likely to conclude from this, that her neglect to repent 
was not criminal, and that if she prayed earnestly that God would 

} 


remove the diihculty, her duty was fulfilled? So it seems to us.— 
But what appears more strange than all is, that he should ascribe 
her unwillingness to repent to ‘a sense of unworthiness.’ W 
cannot admit that an impenitent sinner exercises such feelings; 
much less that they are an obstacle to repentance. Such a sup- 
position is absurd, as we think all must acknowledge. He ought 
to have informed her, that the reason why she did not repent, was, 
that she was unwilling to do it; that her heart was at enmity with 
God; and that she would perish forever unless she submitted.— 
Whether instruction like this would have altered the final resuit, 
it is impossible to tell; but it is very certain that it would have 
been far more likely to have issued in her conversion, than the ad- 
vice which he gave to her; and what is of still greater conse- 
quence, it would have accorded better with the principles of the 
gospel, 

Those who converse with impenitent sinners, incur the highest 
responsibility; and in order to direct others in the way of life, 
they ought themselves to be deeply imbued with the Divine Spirit, 
The blind cannot lead the blind. Christians ought, therefore, to 
study the Bible, that they may know what to say to those who 
are inquiring what they shall do to be saved, We have often 
been pained to hear Christians give advice like that to which we 
have alluded; and some sad instances of its disastrous effects have 
fallen under our own observation. ‘The subject is one of great 
practical importance, especially at the present time. We hope it 
will be attentively and prayerfully considered.— Eid. Ch. Soldier. 


LONG MEETINGS. 
Extract from a Note to a recent Sermon by Professor Woods. 


Such a means is evidently liable to be perverted, and so to be- 
come a source of great evil. If it should be introduced too often, 
or without the requisite preparation ; if it should be made the oc- 
casion of neglecting the duties of the closet, or the duties of pub- 
lic or family worship ; if it should have an influence to lead men 
to think lightly of the pastoral office and of a thorough preparation 
for the ministry, or to undervalue the institution of the Sabbath, 
and its regular public and private services; if those who engage in 
the exercises of such a meeting should exhibit forwardness, self- 
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conceit, spiritual pride, or censoriousness ; if they should betray 
the want of habitual veneration for God, and show an irreverent 
familiarity, lightness, or vulgarity in prayer ; if they should labor 
to excite that. commotion in the mind whieh unfits it for calm re- 
flection ; if they should forget the deceitfulness of the heart and 
the wiles of Satan ; if, instead of exhibiting the divine law in all 
its spirituality and extent, as the rule of duty and means of con- 
viction, and holding forth the plain, humbling doctrines of God’s 
word, and declaring all his counsel, they should dwell continually 
upon a few favorite topics ; if they should take but little pains to 
bring to view the evidences of true conversion, and the danger of 
self-deception ; in a word, if they should break loose from the so- 
ber, scriptural principles which have been held by the best men 
in past ages, and which were so ably supported by Baxter, 
Doddridge, Edwards, Brainard, Bellamy, and others of like char- 
acters, and yield themselves up to a rash, turbulent, fanatical spir- 
it,~—I say, if those who are concerned in the protracted meeting 
should be chargeable with such mistakes as these, andthe meeting 
be marked with such excesses ; it would soon be an object of gen- 
eral contempt ; the community would stigmatize it ; its ve ry nam 
would be a re proach ; and all who felt for the honor of God and 
the welfare of the church, would abandon it as the occasion of evils 
so visible, and so tremendous, It cannot be doubted that, while 
engaged in such exercises as are common in protracted meetings. 
the human mind is liable to the errors and disorders suggested 
above. 


A fit answer for Skeplics and Railers.--The late Bishop 
Horne, in some remarks upon the alleged contradictions of Scrip- 
ture, says :— 

** Pertness and ignorance may ask a question in three lines, 
which it will cost the learning and ingenuity of thirty pages to an- 
swer. When this is done, the same question shall be triumphantly 
asked again the next year, as if nothing had ever been written on 
the subject. And as people in general, for one reason or other, 
like short objections better than Jong answers in the mode of dispu- 
tation, the odds must ever be against us ; and we must be content 
with those of our friends who have honesty and erudition, candor 
and patience, to study both sides of the question. —Jour. of Hum. 


_——— 


Theological Seminaries.—The Seminaries can do much. They 
can extend the field of knowledge, increase the amount of learn- 
ing, and elevate, in respect to elocution and style, the productions 
of the pulpit and the press. They can provide a ministry—such 
as the ministry must be to meet the exigences of the an 
literary and respectable than that of past generations. But let i 
not be thought that all this can be gained, unattended by new 
temptations and dangers. There is danger that, studying in clas- 
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ses and receiving instruction from lectures, the tax of personal, 


original investigation may decline. There is danger that a gene- 
ral, indeterminate Orthodoxy may gradually supplant that precis- 


ion and exactoess of definition and knowledge which was given to 
theology by Edwards, and has descended through th schools of 
private instruction, ‘There is danger that our young men will be 
in taste and literature, than in the duties of 

astoral care,—-that they will get more of the theory and less 


practice « heir profession, which will render their ministry 


4} 


! 

There is danger that the ambition anc - 
lege may be transferred to the seminary, and 
alousy and envy be nurtured, 
cuished And there ts danger tha 


ty of protracted study and the acquisition of much lear c 
of which are good) there may be a relative diversion of the mind 


from the means of vital godliness, and a cold chill, a dead palsy, 


fasten upon the heart , the very door wide open day and nig 
through which all faithful revival prea hing goes out of the church, 


and all heresies come in. 


SABBATH-BREAKIN( 
Good Effect of executing a wholesome Law. 


Nearly thirty years ago, two students of Yale, from the South, 


left College on an excursion ol asure; and while absent they 
put up on Saturday night at a tavern, intending to pursue theit 
journey on the Sabbath. Sabbath morning came, a id they were 
up bright and early for a start. But no preparation had been 
made on the part of the landlord, for their accommodation in this 
respect. In short, the landlord mildly informed them, that he 
could not permit them to go, for two reasons: Ist, he was a dea- 
con of the Chureh, and therefore bound to prevent, as far as pos- 
sible, the violation of the Sabbath; and, in the second place, he 
was a magistrate, and sworn to execute the laws The young 
gentlemen very reluctantly submitted, accompanied the family to 
the Church, and in the evening, a number of the young people of 
the village were collected at the deacon’s house, and the time was 


spent in singing and social convers« The next morning the land- 
lord had made early preparations for their special accommodation. 


Their breakfast was ready by the time th y were up, and their 
horses at the door—and, in their bill, no charge was made for the 
Sabbath. ‘Sir,’ said one of the young gentlemen, ‘we are more 
wicked than poor. Wethank you for detaining us, and we insist 
that no deduction shall be made in the bill. The day we have 
spent here, has been among the most pleasant in our lives, and we 
shall ever regard you as a benefactor in preventing us from doing 
what our consciences do not approve.’ Thus they parted; and 
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one of the gentlemen, from whose lips I had this narrative, is now 
and has been for a number of years, a distinguished minister of 
the gospel. Whothe other was, I do not remember. But in the 
deacon’s family, they had an example of the decision, the meek- 


ness and beauty of true Christian piety, which made an impression 


upon their minds lasting as life.——Chartesion Observer. 


TRUSTING IN JESUS 
BY JAMES MONTGOMERY. 


Jesus, | my cross have taken, 


All to leave and follow thee; 
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken— 

Thou from hence my all shalt be! 
Perish, every fond ambition— 

All I’ve sought, or hoped, or known; 
Yet how rich is my condition— 

God and Heaven are all my own! 


Let the world despise and leave me 
They have left my Saviou 
nite 1 looks dec 
Human h pes and !00KS decely 
Thou art not, like them, untrue: 
And whilst thou shalt smile upon me, 
God of wisdom, love, and might, 


Friends may hate, and foes may scorn me— 
Show thy face and all is right. 


Go, then, earthly fame and treasure— 
Come disaster, scorn and pain; 

In thy service, pain is pleasure, 
With thy favor, loss is gain: 

I have called thee Abba F'ather— 
I have set my heart on thee; 

Storms may how], and clouds may gather— 
All must work for good to me. ’ 


Soul! then know thy full salvation— 
Rise o’er sin, and fear, and care: 
Joy to find in every station, 
‘Something still to do or bear! 
Think what spirit dwells within thee— 
Think what heavenly bliss is thine; 
Think that Jesus died to save thee— 
Child of Heaven—canst thou repine 
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Haste thee on from grace to gl ry, 
Armed by faith, and wing’d by prayer— 
Heaven’s eternal ds ay’s before +hee— 
God’s own hand shal! guide me there, 
Soon shall elose thy earthly mission, 
Soon shall pass thy ilerim dé ays, 
Hope shall change to glad fruition 


Faith to sight, and prayer to praise! 


INTELLIGENCE 


RELIGIOUS. 

Home Missions. —Ten young men were ordained in New-York 
city on the 7th inst. as missionaries in the Western Valley. All 
but one are from the last class of graduates at Andover. Nine 
others, 5 from Andover, 3 from Princeton, and one from Bangor, 
are also on their way to the same field of labor, as missionaries of 
the Home Missionary Society. This is a larger number than has 
ever before been sent out J ‘the socie ty at any one time. 

Burman Mission.—Mr. Cutter, a printer, with his wife, re 
cently embarked as missionaries to Burmab. 


The Kirk of Scotland.—The correspondent of the Southern 
Telegraph has given a variety of intere sting particulars, respecting 
the Kirk of Scotland. ‘There are 1052 congregations, and 1087 
ministers. In only five re is the minister ehenats by the 
people. In 581 he is se oe by individual noblemen or gentry, 
in 288 by the Crown, in 52 by town councils, in31 by the Crown 
in conjunction with ahies s or gentry, in 10 by universities, &c. 
The right of patronage is considered as part of an estate, and is 
sold and bought as such. ‘The number of unemployed liceatiates 
is very great, one Presbytery alone, out of 79, that of Glasgow, 
having 42 unemployed. The Scotch Church is just beginning to 

awake to the subject of Missions. —NV. Y. Evangelist. : 


The Georgia Missionaries. —Extract of a letter from Rev. Mr. 
Worcester to a friend, dated Oct. 6, 183!, written in the Peniten- 
tiary at Milledgeville: 

‘I need not tell you any thing respecting my coming here, as 
you have doubtless seen accounts of it. You know that Dr. But- 
ler is with me. Whether Providence will provide a way for our 
release before our time expires, we know not. We have applied 
to the Supreme Court of the United States, and expect a hearing 
next winter; but whether the decision will be in our favor, and 
whether it will be executed if it is, remains for futurity to disclose. 
You know how to appreciate the motives which have brought us 
here. Weare happy. We enjoy, I trust, that light of God’s 
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countenance, which can make man rejoice in affliction. Whatever 
the result may be, as to earthly things, we hope to realize the tulfil- 
ment of that precious promise, fall thin gs shall work toeether f 
sood to them that love God.’ 

I preached Sabbath before last to about twenty-six prisoners, 
confined in the same room with me, and last Sabbath ina room to 
which about sixty had access, | hope for similar opportunities 
hereafter Dr. ‘Butler and I sleep in different rooms, and 
worship in ea h every night. Whether any good will follow re- 
mains with God. ‘To human view, it is a discouraging task 
preac h to men who, as the inmates of a penitentiary may of cour 
be expected to be, are corrupt ard corrupting one another 


i 
God can bless the effort if he 
SEAVERY. 

Comparative increase of I*ree people and Slaves in the United 
States for the last ten years: 

The increase of whites has been 2,670,099, or 34 per cent.; of 

6 247. oO 
~ae 


free colored, 86, , or 37 per cent.; and slaves, 179,136, or 3 


1-2 per cent. ‘Total increase, 3,218,276, or 32 1-4 per cent, 


Slaves. —A writer in the Petersburg ( Vir.) Intelligencer says: 
‘The sentiment is gatning ground in Virginia, that the whole 
African race ought to be removed from among us. Many pe ople 


feel unwilling to die and leave their posterity exposed to a!l the 
ills which from the existence of slavery in our State, they have 
themselves so long felt. ; 

‘Others are unwilling themselves longer to suffer these incon- 
veniences—some of our best citizens are already removing—others 
will doubtless follow, unless they can see a probability that at some 
period the evil will be taken away.’ 


LITERARY. 

Increase of Students. —Dartmouth has 60 in its freshman clags; 
Amherst about the same number; Bowdoin more than 50; Bur- 
lington more than usual; and generally, so far as we have been 
re to learn, the classes entered this year at the New- England 

Colleges, are uncommonly large. Harvard has but 6 30, the same 
number as at Dartmouth and Amherst. The U piversity of Vir- 
ginia has in all about 130 students—about 60 of them, however, 
in the Schools of Medicine and Law. 

[The present Junior Class of the Theological Seminary in this 
place, consists of about sé venty members, and the number will 
probably reach seventy-five. ‘The average number of students to 
a class last year, was about forty. |—Journal of Humanity. 


Yale Colle £e.— The first term of the colle giate year commence ed 
on W ednesday last. ‘The freshman class already numbers be- 
tween 80 and 90, and more are ex pec ted in the course of the term. 
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To ovr Patrons ano Sunscripers.—While we feel grate- 
ful for the promptness with which most of our subscribers have 
made payments, we would remind those few who are in arrears, 
that the balance due is much wanted by the printer. 

It is presumed that those who have received the Magazine this 
year, will generally wish to receive it for the coming year; that 
they may have a complele Volume, logether with the Title Page 
and Index. 

{It is proposed, in the January number, to give a List of 
Agents. We respectfully request our patrons to obtain new sub- 
scribers, who, if they choose, can be supplied with the back num- 
bers of the current volumes, on accommodating terms. 


5c-POriginal matter for our pages, would i very acceptable. 


Owing to a failure of a proof-sheet, the following, with a few 
minor errors, in our Jast number, escaped notice: 


Errata—page 241, |. 3d from bottom, for glories read glory 
p. 242, 1. 15 from bottom, for purchased read purposed. 
243, 1.11 from top, for learned read learn 


——— |, 3d from bottom, for in read into. 


p. 2 47, |. 10, insert the article a caf le r the word make. 


———-— |, 7 from bottom, for believe read decline. 


THEOLOGICAL WORKS. 


Pavey’s NATURAL Tu oLoGy, illustrated by the plates and by a 
selection from the notes of James Paxton, with additional notes, original 
and selected—New edition. 

Warson’s [THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTES, ora view of the evidences, 
doctrines, morals and institutions of Christianity, by Kichard Watson.— 
Stereotype edition. 

In addition to the above may be found a very valuable collection of 
Theological and other Books at CORY & BROWN’S, 

13, Market-street. 


BOOK & JOB PRINTING. 
WILLIAM MARSHALL & Co. No. 12, Market-Square, 4th story, re- 


spectfully inform the public that they have just added to their stock of ma- 
terials, an entire new office, selecte d with great care by a gentleman who 
contemplated prosecuting the printing business in thistown. ‘This being 
added to their former large assortment of materials, makes an extensive va- 
riety, and enables them to offer very great advantages to persons who may 
want any kind of Letter Press Printing done in good style, and at short no- 
tice. 
Providence, Oct. 31, 1831. 


SCOTT’S FAMILY BIBLE, with crilical Votes a: l prac sated | Obser- 
vations, in 6 Octavo vols. —Price 13 dollars—For nit oy at No. 5, Market- 
ayes! by BREWER & WILCOX, 

AN ESS AY “ON THE ST ATE OF INFANTS tev. Alvan Hyde 
D. D Price 10 eents. For sale by HUT¢ irks & & SHIEPARD. 





